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NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES, MIGRANTS AND INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS

PROJECT RELIANCE: Kick off of Verification process for an empowerment program,
for 350,000 #IDPs in Borno State.

The National Commission For Refugees ,Migrants

and Internally Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) in
collaboration with the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) has launched verification of 350,000
internally
displaced
persons
(IDPs)
for
empowerment programme in Borno state.
Speaking on Monday during the launching of the
verification exercise for the empowerment
programme at the Muna-garage IDPs camp in
Maiduguri, the Federal Commissioner NCFRMI,
Sen. Basheer Garba Mohammed said the project is
a
collaborative
empowerment
programme
between the commission and the CBN.
He noted that it is undignifying and economically
unviable that for about a decade, the government
and aid agencies have continued to feed daily
Persons of Concerns running into hundreds of
millions of Naira annually, saying that in the long
run it is unsustainable and it is time government
begin to think of an alternative and sustainable

solution.
“Here, in Borno State we have more displaced
persons than in any part of the country. Precisely,
there are over 1.5 million IDPs in Borno State
alone. And another 400,000 plus citizens of the
State who have fled to neighbouring countries
due to insurgency. As a Commission, through our
various interventions and needs assessments, we
recognize the pains and challenges each of you
have endured immensely. Some of you have been
in IDP camps for over a decade”.
Based on the Post Insurgency Recovery and
Peace Building Assessment Report on the
Northeast which was jointly validated by the
World Bank, the European Union, the Presidency
and the Borno State Government, Boko Haram
has inflicted damages to the tune of 9 billion US
Dollars in the northeast. Of this amount, the
destructions in Borno State alone amounts to 6
billion US Dollars.
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Distinguished Ladies and gentlemen for
context, a total of 956,453 private houses
representing 30 % of the total number of
houses in Borno State were destroyed across
almost all the 27 local government areas. A
total of 665 municipal buildings comprising
ministries, Local Government administrative
buildings, prisons and police stations were
destroyed in Borno. While 5,335 classrooms
and other school buildings were destroyed in
512 primary schools, 38 secondary schools and
two tertiary institutions in the State. Also 201
health centres, mostly primary healthcare
clinics, dispensaries and General Hospitals were
all destroyed. The insurgents also destroyed
726 power substations and distribution lines
and destroyed 1,630 water reticulation
systems. Across 16 local government areas of
the State, the insurgents bombed parks,
gardens, orchards, game reserves, Green wall
projects and poisoned ponds, rivers, lakes and
also stole over 500,000 cattle.
All these were in addition to setting ablaze
markets, large scale farms and hundreds of
trucks that evacuated farm produce for
international export to neighboring countries.
Today, hundreds of renowned successful
farmers and transporters have become
extremely poor and dependent on food aid.
Ladies and gentlemen, before the insurgency,
Borno State and other North Eastern states
enjoyed relative peace and this led to a state of
thriving businesses, especially cross border
trades.
The mainstay of the Borno economy prior to the
crisis was agriculture and trading. The strategic
geographical location of Borno borders with 3
African countries made it the biggest gateway
for Nigerian goods to other parts of Africa.
Daily, between 50 and 100 trucks of goods used
to leave Maiduguri to Chad and Cameroon and
as far south, of Africa to Brazzaville and as far
east, of Africa to Eritrea.
Within the city, before BH struck, the Monday
Market used to have daily trading transactions
of between N1.5 – 2 Billion Naira according to
Conservative estimates. Currently only between
15 -20% of that amount is traded daily.

Other major markets for cattle, produce and
other goods traded in billions of Naira. Only
bigger markets are operational now and trade
only 10% of what they used too. Borno State is
the single major player in the livestock & fisheries
markets, accounting for 60% & 50% of the
national outputs respectively. This means that
the insurgency has affected about 60% of
national cattle sales and about 50% of fisheries
sales.
A great example is that of the inter-regional cattle
market in Banki, which was without a doubt the
most significant terminus of cattle traffic flowing
from Central Africa Republic, Chad and Niger
Republic down to the supply chains and markets
of Port Harcourt and Lagos. Now as you are
aware this great enterprise that saw to the trade
in hundreds of thousands of cattle was
interrupted by the insurgency. Our hope is to
restore this livelihood back to its days of
prosperity. We are delighted to note that the
Borno State Government has also inaugurated a
Cattle Management Committee to help
resuscitate the inter-regional cattle trade. The
Baga fish market is another livelihood that for
hundreds of years had been the major occupation
of people of the Lake Chad Basin in the sale of
fish across Nigeria.
It is undignifying and economically unviable that
for about a decade, the government and aid
agencies have continued to feed daily Persons of
Concerns running into hundreds of millions of
Naira annually, you will agree with me that in the
long run this is unsustainable and it is time we
begin to think of an alternative and sustainable
solution.
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That is why we are here today for the
verification of over 350, 000 IDPs in Borno State
for the launch of this noble empowerment
project.
At this point we will like to pay gratitude to
President Muhammadu Buhari for his
unwavering commitment to the plight of
Displaced Persons in Nigeria, we draw the
inspiration to do our work from his love and
concern for them and for this we are very
grateful.
In thinking out of the box, the Commission came
up with an idea that is more viable and dignifying
in the long run. AS the saying goes give a man
a fish and you will feed him for a day, teach a
man to fish and you will feed him for a life time.

Our focus on ensuring a strong lasting solution
to the issue of accessible livelihoods was borne
out of Mr President’s desire that the
government alleviates the long suffering faced
by vulnerable people in Nigeria.

Therefore, through our passion and initiative
towards the restoration of livelihoods of all
Displaced Persons in Nigeria, together with the
Central Bank Governor, Mr. Godwin Emefiele,
who has tremendously done well in reducing
poverty through development finance in Nigeria
-we established, Project Reliance. As the name
implies Project Reliance is a programme geared
towards making every displaced person in
Nigeria self-reliant. This include, everyone who
has lost their home, their livelihood and those
who have sought refuge in the country.

It is not only symbolic but befitting that we are
starting this Project in Borno State, I am
extremely proud of the Governor for his passion
and commitment to the will of the people.
Especially in going above and beyond the call of
duty to get the job done.

Every selected beneficiary will have the
opportunity to choose from more than 50
vocational skills, trading, farming and other
businesses. The applicant will also receive
training, a starter pack and startup capital to
become economically self-sufficient under
Project Reliance.
That is why we are here today for the verification
of over 350, 000 IDPs in Borno State for the
launch of this noble empowerment project.
Every selected beneficiary will have the
opportunity to choose from more than 50
vocational skills, trading, farming and other
businesses. The applicant will also receive
training, a starter pack and startup capital to
become economically self-sufficient under
Project Reliance.

Equally, the Minister of Humanitarian Affairs
and Disaster Management and Social
Development, Hajiya Sadiya Umar Farouk must
be commended for her continuous support,
kind and generous disposition to the issues of
Displaced Persons in Nigeria.
With Project Reliance, we will require the
optimum support of Policy Makers, MDAs,
Embassies
operating
in
Nigeria
and
International and local Aid agencies to key into
our vision in reducing the suffering faced by
vulnerable Nigerians.
We will like to make a passionate appeal to our
partners and potential donors that we will
require collaborations in developing more
livelihood frameworks, biometric profile and
data management of beneficiaries, donation of
skill centers and equipment; among several
other forms of support.
This appeal also extends to the Resettlement
City Rehabilitation and Reintegration Project,
another major initiative of the Commission for
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the protection and dignity of Displaced Persons. The proposed Resettlement City Project will sit on 50
hectares of land with adjoining farmlands, 600-housing units of 2 bedroom units educational and health
facilities, skills acquisition center, markets and worship centers. We are also counting on your support to
make this a reality.

COURTESY VISIT BY THE SWISS AMBASSADOR

On

the 22nd of September, 2020, the Honorable Federal Commissioner Senator Basheer Garba
Mohammed, received a Swiss delegation led by the Ambassador of Switzerland to Nigeria, Chad, Niger,
Libya and ECOWAS , H.E Georg Steiner, to discuss ways to strengthen our collaboration.

”

DISTRIBUTION OF RELIEF MATERIALS IN EDO STATE

“

The

Honorable Federal Commissioner, Senator Basheer Garba Mohammed
represented by Mrs Uju igboko, flagged-off the distribution of relief materials
to vulnerable IDP households in Uhogua, Benin, Edo State.
Over 4000 IDPs benefited from the palliatives which includes children,
youths, elderly men and women.
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